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“Life is Beautiful” 



O B I T U A R Y  

 Freddie Mae Harris Fordham was born on April 5, 1939 in 

Clarksdale, Mississippi.  She was the third child of the late Gid and Al-

berta Harris.  Her family relocated to Kansas City, Kansas shortly be-

fore the end of World War II.  Freddie Mae attended the Kansas City 

Public Schools and graduated from Sumner High School in 1957.  She 

spent two years at Kansas City Junior College before transferring to 

Emporia (Kansas) State University where she received a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Elementary Education in 1961, and a Master’s Degree in 

1964.  She earned a second Master’s Degree in Reading from SUNY 

Buffalo in 1974.  While an undergraduate student at Emporia, Freddie 

met and married her husband of fifty-two years, Monroe Fordham.  Their 

union produced three children.       

 Freddie Mae was a career educator.  She accepted a teaching 

position in the Wichita, Kansas Public Schools in 1962 and remained 

there until 1970.  In the fall of 1970, the Fordham family relocated to 

Buffalo, New York.  Freddie Mae continued her teaching career at 

B.U.I.L.D Academy where she remained for twenty-eight years until her 

retirement from the Buffalo Public School System in 1998.   In addition 

to her teaching assignment, Freddie Mae was active with the B.U.I.L.D  

community organization as a member of the Academy Policy Board and 

the education committee.  During her years as a teacher Freddie Mae 

received numerous honors and awards for her work as an educator, includ-

ing the Jayne Kadney Rand Award for her work as a supervisor of stu-

dent teachers.    

 In addition to her teaching, community service was a hallmark of 

Freddie Mae Fordham’s life.  For sixteen years she taught Sunday 

School at Bethel A.M.E. Church, she was superintendent of the Sun-

day School for ten years, she assisted with the youth choir, and she 

served for eight years as the president of the Bethel A.M.E. Federal 

Credit Union.  Freddie Mae also “adopted” several seniors from her 

church, taking them to doctor’s appointments, to the grocery store, and 

church functions.  Moreover, after her retirement in 1998, she assisted 

her husband, Monroe, in organizing, indexing and preparing local history 

papers for microfilming.    

Words of Thanks 

The family wishes to express our deepest appreciation for the out-

pouring of love, concern and sympathy.   We would especially like to 

thank everyone at Brompton Heights for embracing our beloved and 

making her a part of such a loving community. 



“God is good!  He sends you where you 

need to go, and He goes where the need is.” 

“Be good, now!” 

“Everything will be all right.” 

O B I T U A R Y  

 In 1997 Freddie Mae and Monroe joined the congregation at the 

First Shiloh Baptist Church so they could worship regularly with their 

daughter and granddaughter.  While at Shiloh, Freddie Mae was an active 

member of the Senior’s Ministry.        

 Freddie Mae was best known for her perpetually positive atti-

tude.  She believed that “one’s dreams must always be for tomorrow.” She 

often reminded her family that the past should inspire us to strive for 

dreams, hopes and possibilities which can only be found in the future.   

 Freddie Mae Fordham was pre-deceased by her parents, Gid 

and Alberta Harris of Bethel, Kansas, and her loving husband, Monroe 

Fordham.  Freddie Mae is survived by her sister, Willie Ethel “Pudd” Dyer 

(Dexter) of Bethel, KS; brother Woodrow Harris of Bethel, KS; chil-

dren Cynthia Woods (Charles) of Lansing, MI, Barry Fordham of Virgin-

ia Beach, VA, and Pamela Fordham of Buffalo, NY; grandchildren: 

TaNisha (Robert), Kalin (Oneka), Zoe, Josephine, Lorraine, and Zia; 

and a host of other beloved relatives and friends.   

 
 

“ I  T R Y  T O  M A K E  E V E R Y  D A Y  A  G O O D  D A Y ,  A N D  L E T  I T  

G O  A T  T H A T . ”    

F R E D D I E  M A E  F O R D H A M   



Order of Service 

Saturday, December 22, 2012 

Wake 10:00 A.M. Homegoing Service 11:00 A.M. 

Quiet Music 

The Sealing of the Bier 

Invocation 

Selection   “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

    Robin Adams 

Scripture Readings: 

 Old Testament  Proverbs 31: 10-31 

 New Testament  Corinthians 13: 1-13 

Prayer of Comfort   Rev. David Hampton 

Reflections 

 Rev. Dian Cole 

 Pastor A. Reynard Core 

Acknowledgments  

Reading of Obituary  

Selection   “Touch the Hem of His Garment” 

    Chalma Warmly 

Eulogy 

Recessional   “When We All Get to Heaven” 

 

Pallbearers 
Barry Fordham 

Robert Alston 

Charles Woods 

Deacon William Houston, III 

DeLeon Evans 

Khalim Evans 

 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Deacon Peter Adams 

Colonel Craven Givens 

 

Interment 
Forest Lawn Cemetery 

1411 Delaware Avenue 

Buffalo, New York 14209 

 

Care of Our Loved One Entrusted To 
H. Alfred Lewis Mortuary, Inc. 

968 Jefferson Avenue 

Buffalo, New York  14204 

 

 


